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DECISION ON THE LAUNCH OF THE OPERATIONAL PHASE OF THE AFRICAN
CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA (AfCFTA)

The Assembly,

1. TAKES NOTE WITH APPRECIATION of the Report of H.E. Mr. Issoufou
Mahamadou, President of the Republic of Niger, the Leader of the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), and ADOPTS the recommendations
thereof on the progress achieved on the establishment of the AfCFTA,;

COMMENDS the role of all. Membér States»AU Ministers of Trade (AMOT) and

FTA _Negatiafing Institutions, the Commission, Regional Economic

|es (RECs) and the AU cooperating partners, on he significant

s made”in the ratifi of the AfCFTA Agreemént culmimating in the

ed rec t of the minimum numbersof instrumgents of

on 29" nths of opening fo\r.\si pature of

ho have deposiied
the Chalirperso
the Commission, " oire, Congo, Djib
Egypt, Eswatini, Ethlopla E , The Gambia, Ghana
Guinea, Kenya, Mali, Maurita Rwanda, Saharawi Arab
Demecratic Republic, Sao Tom egal, Sierra Leone, Sqlith
Africa, Togo, Uganda and Zimba ! J

WEL COMES the signing of the
t mber of signatures to fifty-
ember States that have n
as soon as possible;

Nigeria, whieh r,
, ang C : IF
e AICFT.

6. FU ALLS itssbDecision Assemb /De 9 opted at
the f 9, in Addis
Ababa, session of the
Assembly ¢ gning the AfCFTA
Agreement, lau nternal Market and
decide on the location and structure of the AfCFTA Secretariat;

7. LAUNCHES the operational phase of the AfCFTA supported by:

a) the agreed AfCFTA Rules of Origin;

b) Dashboard of the AU Trade Observatory;

c) AfCFTA Trade in Goods Password Protected Dashboard;

d) Pan-African Payments and Settlements System; and

e) Continental Online Mechanism for Monitoring, Reporting and Elimination
of Non-Tariff Barriers.
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8. DECIDES that the:

a) final schedules of Tariff Concessions and outstanding Rules of Origin for the
AfCFTA, be submitted to the next session of the Assembly of the AU in
February 2020;

b) dismantling of tariffs shall start not later than 1 July 2020, to allow the start of
trading within the AfCFTA Regime on the same day;

c) Interim AfCFTA Secretariat organises the inaugural meeting of the AfCFTA
Council of Ministers not later than 315t October 2019;

d) Commission should ensure-that the AfCFTA Secretariat is operational no later
than arch2020#and >

y.of eaeh year be designated as “the Africa

emorate the operationa

mission of the',G6. C
and Zimbabwe)\to un
liberalization period of fifteen (15)
sybj t to re sus and to report t
upc !

AL
Sectretariat, be part of the Mid-
the RECs;
1
DIRECTS the Commission to su
rade to put in place the AfCFT oV nce structur

will facilitate effective implement tra struments und
A TA Agreement;

the structure ¢ A
approved by the AU

\DIREECTS the Commissio
its 'work program and
by February 2020;

of AfCFTA
deration at the

13. FUR
and sub
Assembly’s

14. CALLS UPON State Parties to ensure sustainability of the AfCFTA Agreement
by continuously providing the necessary support such as financial, political,
technical and including the timely provision of information;

15. ALSO CALLS UPON the AfCFTA Secretariat, the Commission and RECs to
develop a framework of cooperation to further facilitate the development of the
intra-Africa trade, and in this context WELCOMES the organization of the first
Intra-African Trade Fair held in Cairo, Egypt, in December 2018 and the
following session that will be held in Kigali, Rwanda, in September 2020;
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TAKES NOTE of the position of Director General of the World Trade
Organization falling vacant on 315t August 2020 and DIRECTS the African
Ministers of Trade (AMOT) to work towards ensuring that Africa succeeds in
getting the position and contributes to the strengthening of the multilateral
trading system following the established AU relevant processes and
procedures;

CONGRATULATES the People and Government of the Republic of Niger for
successfully hosting the session of the Executive Council, the 12
Extraordinary Session of the Assembly of the AU, the First Mid-Year
Coordination Meeting,bgiweenm MREGgand side events;

perational Phase of
sident of

at its
U
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DECISION ON HOSTING OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE AFRICAN
CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA (AfCFTA)

The Assembly,

1. RECALLS Decision Assembly/AU/Dec.394(XVIIl), adopted at the 18™ Ordinary
Session held in  January 2012, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Boosting Intra-
African Trade and Fast Tracking the establishment of the AfCFTA, as well as
Decision Ext/Assembly/AU/Dec.1(X), adopted at the 10" Extraordinary Session
held in March 2018, in _Kigali, Rwanda, on-the adoption of the Agreement
Establishing the Afg«TPI; -~

2. ALSO,F e
Ording S?sti of the As ly, held in February 2019, in
Ethigpia, /, to/hold an Session of the Assembly of th
2049, in Nig i irst Anniversary'of the
e African Internal M
ecretariat;

-

4 “~
Cs Pécision Assembly/AU/Dec.714 (XXXH)), ado

gcide on the I.
! ’
AKES NOT
eéhn al Eval

EFCI )ES that the Secretariat: }

ONGRATULATES the People
1
REQUESTS the Commission, in e Republic a G)‘ﬁa
finalise the host-country agreeme ith Executive
Decision '‘EX.CL/195 (VII) Rev.1 h g AU/ Organs;
acc glyy, facilitate the expeditiou interim AfCFTFA ta
ouhtry with a view to acc stabli ent,of th
by February 2020

the Republic of Gha
|

7. he emmission to submit a
the AfCETA Secretariat«to” the O

progres the
of the
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DECISION ON THE SUCCESSFUL HOSTING OF THE TWELFTH EXTRAORDINARY
SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE UNION AND THE FIRST MID-YEAR
COORDINATION MEETING BETWEEN THE AU AND THE REGIONAL ECONOMIC
COMMUNITIES (RECs) IN NIAMEY, REPUBLIC OF NIGER

The Assembly,

1. RECALLS its decision Assembly/AU/Dec.744(XXXIll), adopted at the 32nd
Ordinary Session in F@ruary"f()lg in Achs _Ababa, Ethiopia, wherein the
Assembly of the}]mo E?eu:aordlnary Session of the

ioF Coordination

. te\{\e i nniversary

formally launch the operati

organizing ano .
AU and the Fi

35% Ordinary

e AU and the
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NIAMEY DECLARATION ON THE LAUNCH OF THE OPERATIONAL PHASE OF THE

AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA (AfCFTA)

WE, the African Union (AU) Heads of State and Government, having held our 12t
Extraordinary Summit in Niamey, Republic of Niger on 7 July 2019,

RECALLING the:

— -

2 A i(;a"n‘Ec\onomic Community (AEC)

a) provisions of the Treatg Establi
signed i bUﬁ ,Nigeria;in 1991;

-

\

ican Contlnenta rée ragé Area

adopted at the 25th Orlimary
ohannesburg, oqth ica,

Session of t
launching the

Assembly Decisio = African Intérnal Matket
to be presented to the Februa '

Ie'\un of the Single African Air

p‘ni g for signature of the Prot tabl; ing the AE/ Relating

to g the s Free Movement of ence ; ands R of
)lishment for Member States

R that, the AfCFTA Negoti tions undertook n rom
Feb adingsto the signing of th ent Establishing at the
10t E assionef the Assembly held on 21 Mareh 2018 anda;

ALSO REC
for the con
Assembly/AU/Dec

g institutions
bly Decision

CONGRATULATING forty-four (44) Member States who signed the Agreement when it
was first opened for signature at the 10" Extraordinary Session of the Assembly of the
Union held in Kigali, Rwanda, on 21 March 2018; 5 more Member States who signed it
at the 30" Ordinary Session of the Assembly in Nouakchott, Mauritania, on 1 July 2018;
a further three (3) who signed the same Agreement at the 32" Ordinary Session of the
Assembly in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 10 February 2019; and Benin and Nigeria, who
signed the same Agreement at the 12" Extraordinary Session of the Assembly of the
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AU in Niamey, Niger, on 7 July 2019, bringing the total number of signatories to 54 out
of 55 Member States to date;

ALSO CONGRATULATING the first twenty-two (22) State Parties who deposited
instruments of ratification with the Chairperson of the Commission to give legal force to
the Agreement, as well as the additional five (5) Member States who acceded to the
instruments of ratification,making a total of twenty-seven (27) State Parties to date;

WELCOMING the entry into force of me'AfCFTA'AgFeerpent on 30 May 2019;

o

EXPRESSING, our thanks_and gratitude to the Cor 'Qfm\and :
Economic Cg unitie nited Nations Economic Commission fa
Nations Camierence fér Trade and Development, African Develgpment E , African-
Export and rppor Bank, he development and cooperation pagtners and
stakehglders,” for the v eration duringy the pregess of
establishing the AfC .E. Mr. Issoufeu Mahagtadou,
President of the Rep AfCFTA; \

the Regional
frica, United

f \
HE B\'(:

!
RRESS our deep a
Reople and Governmen
jahamadou, President of the Repu
towawkd t'he ucces of the 12 Extraor

rous hospitality @fitie
late H.E Mr. Issquife
nd facilities put in place
sembly of the AU;
|
ing on 21 Ma ch/'20 gFand
s firstyear; 4

i
COMMEMORATE the first anniversary
ecOfdeour satisfaction with the progres

'AfCE

ALSO C IT,ourselves to build on t f the year ,of th
ac : ith the clusters outlined in t Pla BIAT:

Trad

LAUNC hic
following t
commitment te

for Africa’s develo

al phase,of the AfCFTA levement
ng Africa’s

ong foundation

URGE in this respect, the' AfCFTA Negotiating Institutions to conclude the outstanding
work on Phase | negotiations on Trade in Goods and Trade in Services for submission
to the February 2020 Session of the Assembly;

REAFFIRM our commitment to the timely conclusion of Phase Il of the AfCFTA
negotiations by June 2021;

Productive Capacity
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ACKNOWLEDGE the need to scale up manufacturing as it is a strategic sector in
economic transformation, productivity, competitiveness, and innovation. To this end,
COMMIT to promoting private sector engagement in the development of productive
capacities. We further commit to collaborate on the Afro-Champions initiative to promote
agro-processing and ALSO COMMIT to work with African manufacturers to establish
the African Manufacturer’s Association.

Development of Trade Related Infrastructure = .

-~ e
COMMIT to meeting Africa’s.infrastructure finance gap within a.decadg,in collaboration
" 4 .

with the AfrgsC qpﬁﬁio Initiative and other stakeholders. N
Finance / N\
/ N\
# \
COMMILT ourselves to 0 meet Africa’s trade finahee gap

OMMIT to finalise Wor on the
AfEETA Adjustment development of the A[CFTA

atket. In the interi ional financial institutiofis* to
ili S t their liberalisation
itments in the A

in oxder to increase

COITIF

de Information :

COMD IT to establish the African
trafsSparency efficiency and integrity i ket on trade oodsfand
services. In this regard, we commit to provides reliable and fimel
offatign onvemerging opportunities ains, market conditionS and
applied regulations, genuine registered ,.as well asgfautherized
ec r ators. '

(ATO) which will e e

ALSC o strengthening the AT sisting the_solic make
evide e polieies and in monitoring the implementati of the
AfCFTA gh a™built-in scorecard; and-to use sseminate

reports on ormation on

e-commerce a

FURTHER COMMI pplication for business.
This application will be used by the business community and general public as a one-
stop-shop that will serve as an electronic AfCFTA Handbook. The application will be
accessible to a larger audience in all the official languages of the African Union.

COMMIT to develop the Intra-African Trade Fair as a viable instrument to mobilise

businesses across Africa to transact with a view to increasing intra-African trade flows.
To this end, URGE Member States to fully support the Fair.
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Factor Market Integration

COMMIT to full implementation of the Protocol to the Treaty Establishing the AEC
Relating to Free Movement of Persons, Right of Establishment and Right of Residence.
To this end, CALL UPON all Member States to sign and ratify this Protocol, which will
bring the AfCFTA closer to the African people, who are most important stakeholder in
this process of continental integration.

While deepening continental mtegrarlbn URGE au ‘Member States to put in place
measures that will famhtate-speed inancial'marke tegratan across the Continent.

»

\.

/I
on
' 4
F

Trade Facilitg

-

-

COMMIL* O IeVer ge trad to promote efficient and ihcreaset
across Cpnt| ent. In t ber States to:y,

asures to guarantee thaggoods

de flows

facilitate transi
align their na
AfCFTA deliv

mg through the te(rlt |
S to the AfCFTA qot

national level a
of operationalisin
] ’
t.he fCFTA Secretariat to wo
Ec@nemic Communities to facilitate intr

mission and

OMN IT to broaden inclusiveness in t AfCETA by terfn i €
nall to Medium cross border traders. oll ate with the Regional
10 ommunities to develop a si gim y meeting.the needs o

g people.
ive Development of the

RECO Dad baSed.involvement in the.eperatior is key to

its sustaina

a) those
Agreement
Parties to the

b) the business community to use the period up to July
so that they are able to supply the AfCFTA market;

c) the private sector to work with Member States in ensuring that their concerns on
the AfCFTA are resolved in time;

d) the academia and other research institutions to engage in programs of
scholarships on the AfCFTA, in order to develop a knowledge base of the
AfCFTA;

d the AfCFTA
es become State

020 to scale up investment
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e) the youth and women to contribute to the attainment of the AfCFTA through the
development of start-ups and small and medium enterprises;

f) African diaspora to invest in the new market on the Continent;

g) international community to support the AfCFTA as it contributes to the growth
and prosperity of Africa and global peace; and

h) Member States to invest in quality infrastructure in order to facilitate the
production and supply of quality goods across Africa and beyond.

REAFFIRM our commitment to continue the journey-of e: estabhshmg the AEC as outlined
in the Abuja Treaty of 1%]/‘

y of each
oliday. On
) with
the

he

jer
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